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REPORT 
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BOROUGH  OF  DORCHESTER 

YEAR  ENDED  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1951. 


I.B.  LAWRENCE,  B.Sc.,  M.B,,  D.P.H. 


BOROUGH  OF  DORCHESTER. 

REPORT 

on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
BOROUGH  OF  DORCHESTER, 

YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1951. 


To  The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Dorchester. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Med-ical  Officer  of  Health i 

I.B,  LAVJRENCE,  B.  Sc,,  M.B.,  D.P,H. 

^ Senior  Sanitary  Insnectors 

C*F»  ALLARD,  D.P.A.,  M.R.San,!.,  M.S.I.A,  (Commenced 

1st  February,  1951). 

^ Additional  Sanitary  Insnectors 

K,Hc  JAMES,  M.S.I,A.  (Commenced  17th  September,  1951) 

Clerical  Assj^stants? 

MMical  Officer  of  Health i 

MISS  S.  BURGESS. 

£anitary_,Inspectors  i . 

MISS  H.  BASKET! • 


Both  Sanitary  Inspectors  also  hold  Certificates  for  the 
inspection  of  neat  and  other  foods. 
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ANMJAL  REPORT. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1951?  this  being  my  second  Annual  Report. 

Following  up  my  description  of  the  town  in  last  year’s 
report,  I would  add  that  the  modern  development  has  been 
toward  the  West  and  South,  for  Council  houses  and  private 
building. 

Prior  to  1919?  there  were  1705  houses  and  l^i-5  flats  in 
the  Borough  and  since  then  573  houses  have  been  built  by 
Private  Enterprise  and  476  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
Housing  Associations. 

The  number  of  conversions  of  older  houses  to  flats  is 
increasing. 

During  the  year  no  serious  outbreak  has  occurred,  but 
a small  epidemic  of  Measles  and  a number  of  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  wore  notified.  A number  of  cases  of  minor  sickness 
have  been  prevalent  including  a type  of  Enteritis  but  apart 
from  a few  cases  of  Dysentery  no  definite  cause  could  be 
ascertained. 

Four  notable  moves  towards  improved  Health  were  taken 
during  the  years 

1.  A Clean  Food  Campaign  was  commenced  during  the  year  and 
talks  given  to  the  various  Trade  groups  were  well  attended  and 
free  discussion  took  place.  The  Campaign  is  still  continuing. 

2.  The  Council  have  submitted  a scheme  to  the  Ministry  to 
improve  their  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

3.  An  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  mainly  for 
duties  at  the  Central  Abbatoir  and  I would  like  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  Local  Authorities  and  Sa.nitary 
Inspectors  who  helped  so  readily  in  Moat  Inspection  in  the 
past  years. 

4.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  operated  in  Dorchester  in  May, 
1951#  Many  members  of  the  Public  wisely  took  advantage  of 
this  service  for  a Health  chock  up  of  the  Chest. 

The  housing  situation  is  still  the  greatest  Health  hazard 
and  there  has  been  no  appreciable  change  since  my  last  report, 
the  Public  Health  Department  have  not  sufficient  comprehensive 
knowledge  to  fully  assess  the  magnitude  of  this  problem,  but 
during  the  coming  year  a survey  is  contemplated  to  obtain  this 
information. 

I am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 
(Figares^foF"r9T0’^ shown  in  brackets) 


Area.  1675  acres. 

Resident  Popalation.  11520. 

No.  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  195l»  2973 • 

Rateable  Value.  " ' £97170. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate.  £390. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  - Estimate  for  Births  and  Deaths  Rates  11520  (11780) 

Comparability  Factor.  Births  1.05 

Deaths  0.89 


Births; 

Males . 

Females • 

Legitimate 

• 

I — 1 

CO 

69. 

Illegitimate 

5. 

2. 

Total. 

86. 

7it 

Still  Births; 

Legitimate 

2. 

0. 

Illegitimate 

0. 

0. 

Total. 

2. 

0. 

Deaths; 

All  causes. 

72. 

77. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

(Infant  Mortality); 

Legitimate 

2. 

1. 

Illegitimate 

0. 

0. 

Total. 

2. 

1. 

Total. 

150. 

7> 

157  • 


149  (132) 


3. 

3.  (4) 


P-g-aths  of  Infants  jmder  4 weeks  (NeoNatal  Mortality)  s 

Legitimate  2.  1. 

Illegitimate  0.  0. 

Total.  2.  lo 


3* 

3.  (3) 
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Birth  Rate  13*6 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  15*5 
Death  Rate  12 #9 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  VJales  12*5 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  19*0 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  V/ales  29*6 


(13.5) 
(15.8) 
(11.2) 

(11.6) 
(25.0) 
(29.8) 


DEATH.. JIA.TB_0J:  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  Deatha rate  for  Pneumonia  fell  from  seven  last  year  to 
two  this  year.  The  deaths  from  Influenza  were  two  as 
compared  with  one  last  year. 


Heart  diseases  and  allied  diseases  still  head  the  list  of 
causes  of  deaths  and  compared  with  last  year  there  is  a marked 
increase.  No  deaths  from  accidents  occurred  during  the  year 
but  the  suicide  cases  rose  from  one  to  six. 


DEATHS  PROM  ALL  CAUSES, 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• • • 

Males. 

Females • 

Total. 

3. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 
Diphtheria  ...  ... 

• • • 

1, 

- 

1. 

• 0 • 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

• • 9 

1. 

*- 

1. 

Meningitis  ...  ... 

9 9 ♦ 

- 

> 

Infantile  Paralysis  ».. 

• 99 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  •*« 

9 « 9 

- 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  stomach  ... 

• 9 9 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Cancer  of  lung  ...  o.. 

9*9 

1. 

pm 

1. 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

9 9 9 

— 

5. 

5. 

Cancer  of  uterus  ... 

#99 

2. 

2. 

Other  cancers  ...  ... 

9 9 9 

11. 

7. 

18. 

Diabetes  ... 

9 9 9 

— 

1. 

1. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

7. 

12. 

19. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 9 9 

17. 

12. 

29. 

High  Blood  Pressure  with  heart  disease 

1, 

1. 

2. 

Other  Heart  disease  ... 

9 9 9 

10. 

22. 

32. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 9 9 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Influenza  ...  ... 

9 9 9 

- 

2. 

2. 

Pneumonia  , , , ... 

9 9 9 

2. 

pm 

2. 

Bronchitis  ...  • • • 

9 9 9 

4. 

3. 

7. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

1. 

1. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  e-nd  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

9 9 9 

2. 

- 

2. 

Other  diseases  ...  ... 

9 9 9 

6 • 

4. 

10. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9*9 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  accidents  ... 

9 9 9 

1. 

1. 

Suicide  ...  ••• 

9 9 9 

4. 

2. 

6 . 

All  causes  • • • ... 

... 

72. 

• 1 

149. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  notifications  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  made  during  the  year  j- 


Disoase, 


Scarlet 

Fever 


Total  cases  Notified* 

f'Age  PeriodsTr 


Cases 


Total 


admitt^  Deaths  r 
A.U.TOTAL.od  to 


1. 


Whooping 

Cough 

8 

13 

9 19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^9* 

1. 

1. 

Measles 

3 

50  69 

2 

1 

2 

- 

mm 

- 

151* 

1. 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

•• 

- 

1 

6 

- 

7. 

1, 

2. 

Er3?’sipelas 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1, 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1, 

1, 

1. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1, 

1, 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

I, Paralysis 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

3. 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

3 

2 7 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

5. 

- 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2, 

- 

Scabies 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T ,B ,Pulmonary- 

- 

- 

- 

k 

3 

- 

- 

12. 

7. 

3. 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Forty-nine  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  1^1  cases  of  Measles 
were  notified,  one  death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough, 

Seventeen  sporadic  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified, 
they  were  mild  in  character. 


Infantile  Paralysis  cases  numbered  throe,  the  same  as  last 
year,  tMo  had  paralysis  of  a mild  nature  and  one  had  no  paralysis  - 
no  deaths  occurred.  One  further  case  was  notified  but  proved 
not  to  have  the  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 

Daring  the  year  1951  the  following  cases  and  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  were  notified  s- 

Age  New  Cases.  DgAtjis,;. 

Periods « Resnirato'rvr  Non-Resniratory o Respiratory.  Non-res' 


Male 

• Fema_lo . 

Male . 

Female « 

.Female  • 

Male  • 

Female 

0 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

15 

2 

6 

- 

..  • 

mm 

- 

25 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 — 

- 

45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

Age 

** 

mm 

1 

•• 

•• 

unlmown 

Ml 

- 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

- 

- 

TOTALS  8 (2)  10  (5)  - (2)  1 (-)  3 (D  - (2)  - (-)  - (-) 


MASS  RADIOGRAPIE  SURVEY  - DORCHESTER. 

Total  number  NoT  rGcalled  NoT  referrod  To  No  ."^referred  to 

X-rayed*  for  Large  Film.  Chest  Clinic  Hospital  or  Doctor 

(probably  T.B.)  for  other  conditions = 


3016  7^  1^  13 


DISINFESTATION. 

No.  of  premises  disinfested  ...  ..*  7 


PUBLIC  CimiSING_ANP  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out.  During  the 
year  a new  piece  of  ground  had  been  obtained  for  refuse 
disposal^  controlled  tipping  is  being  carried  out. 
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HOUSING* 


Cqgncil  houses. 


I n ur ogress  C omule ted  C ompleted 
of  erection.  since  end 

of  War. 


Temporary 

Permanent  - 

Traditional  Type 
Non-Traditional  Type 

Converted  into  Flats 

War  Damaged  Houses  Repaired 


32  2^  118 

18  8 8 

5 

- 28 


Hutted  Camp  28 

No.  of  older  Council  houses  272 


Total  No.  of  Council  houses  398 

Figures  in  the  above  table  show  that  the  housing  progress  is 
still  slow  and  at  the  present  rate  of  building  many  people  will 
have  to  live  in  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  for  many  years 
to  comej  this  is  a serious  position.  I am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  allocations  of  houses 
to  a Local  Authority  should  be  according  to  the  need  and  not  to 
the  ability  to  build  - this  ability  will  improve  if  the  houses 
are  there  to  be  built. 


The  simpler  type  of  house  mentioned  in  my  last  report  has 
now  arrived*,  this  will  I believe  be  a blessing  to  many. 

During  the  year  an  adverse  report  on  a hutted  camp  was  made 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Council,  bocuase  of 
the  conditions  found  prejudicial  to  health. 

Plans  and  proposals  for  a Caravan  Site  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  were  submitted  to  the  Council  during  the  year  but 
after  much  discussion  the  proposals  were  eventually  rejected. 

A points  system  of  allocation  of  houses  was  investigated 
and  placed  before  the  Council,  but  opinion  was  finally  against 
such  a scheme. 
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S0/JAGE  DISPOSAL 


With  a fQ\i  exceptions  the  Water  Carriage  system  is  of 
general  use  in  the  to^m,  the  exceptions  roly  on  cesspools* 
As  montionod  in  my  last  year's  report  some  of  the  existing 
sowers  are  vovy  old*  However,  when  the  scheme  for  a new 
sewage  works  now  awaiting  Ministry  sanction  is  completed 
these  matters  can  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 


LABOBATORY  FACILITIES. 

Those  are  adequately  provided  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Clyde  Path  Road,  Dorchester.  Recently  a Public  Health 
Laboratory  has  been  incorporated  in  the  Laboratory. 


LABORAT CRY  SPEC IMENS . 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  number  of  specimens 
submitted  for  Laboratory  reports  s- 


Throat  Swabs 

183 

Milk 

12 

Faeces 

199 

Ice  Cream 

9 

Blood 

60 

Miscellaneous 

18 

Ringworm 

32 

VJater 

6 

To  call  the  Ambula.ncs  for  routine  work,  ring  Dorchester  420. 
In  an  emergency  ask  the  exchange  for  Ambulance.  Always  state 
urgency  and  nature  of  case  and  full  address  and  which  Ambulance 
is  required. 


^LD.  PER_S  OHS, . 

No  houses  for  old  persons  are  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT . 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  4?,  i.e.  removal  to 
suitable  promises  of  persons  in  need  of  co-ro  and  attention. 


HQMEJiBLP  SERVICE. 

For  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of  Dorchester  the 
average  help  available  during  any  one  week  is  one  part  time 
and  one  spare  time  help,  but  these  could  be  increased  if 
required. 
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WATERWORKS 


Meteorologic 

:al  details 

- Year  1_95_1. 

Month. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine . 

Maximum 

Minimum, 

inches 

hours 

degrees 

d.egrees 

January. 

4.96 

51.25 

50 

21 

February. 

6.39 

85*50 

49 

28 

March. 

5.38 

100.90 

52 

28 

April. 

2.63 

196 .65 

72 

31 

May, 

2.81 

184.45 

65 

35 

June « 

0.54 

259.50 

72 

42 

July. 

2.43 

211,90 

78 

45 

August. 

7*24 

178.95 

72 

45 

September, 

4.42 

79.43 

69 

42 

October, 

1*19 

145.90 

65 

27 

November. 

10.70 

79.30 

59 

31 

December . 

3.67 

h6.8? 

53 

27 

TOTALS 

52.36. 

1620.58 

A general  survey  of  the  weather  charts  shows  the  total 
sunshine  hours  in  19’?1  were  1620*58,  ifhich  is  above  the  19^ figure  of 
1577«8  hours j the  sunniest  months  were  June  and.  July. 


The  annual  rainfall  of  52*36  inches  was  high  compared  with 
m-6.28  in  I95O5  the  wettest  month  being  November  with  a rainfall 
of  10*70  inches. 

I endebted  to  Mr.  Da.vison,  the  Borough  Surveyor,  for 
this  informo.tion.  The  following  tables  supply  the 
meteorological  details  over  the  past  six  years  for  comparison. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES, 


The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  from  a well  situated 
in  chalk  forming  a hill  on  the  West  side  of  the  to\m.  The  supply 
has  been  satisfactoryj  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantityj  it 
is  not  plumbo  solvent* 

The  water  is  medium  hard  in  character  due  to  calcium 
carbonate j but  it  can  be  appreciably  soften(j[ed  by  boiling* 

Regular  samples  taken  at  the  reservoir  and  the  various 
taps  in  the  town  have  been  highly  satis.factory*  The  xrater  is 
chloraminated,  A1  the  houses  in  the  Borough  have  access  to 
a mains  supply*  No  shortage  was  reported  during  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  insufficient  storage  capacity  the  Council 
propose^  to  construct  a new  service  reservoir  of  2,000,000  gallons 
capacity  and  are  installing  an  additional  main  pump. 


ANALYSIS  OP  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER, 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION, 


Appearance  Clear  and  Bright, 

Colour  Nil. 

pH  7.3 

Electric  Conductivity  470 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  19 


Turbidity  Nil. 

Odour  Nil. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  15* 
Total  Solids  315 

Alkalinit37’  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  210. 

210,  Non-carbonate  50, 


Hardness.  Total.  260,  Carbonate 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  3,2,  Nitrite  Nitrogen  Less  than  0.01, 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ^ 0,000,  Oxygen  Absorbed  0.15 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0,000,  Residual  Chlorine 

Metals  Absent  Thiocyo.nate  (CNS)  s Absent  loss  than  0,02, 

Tar  acids s Absent  less  than  0,05. 


To  convert  IS  Ammonia  multiply  by  1.21 
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S.initarAr  Inspectors'  Office 
North  Square  5 
Dorchester* 


July-j  1952* 


Annual  Report  for  1951* 


I present  the  following  report  on  the  work  carried  out  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  year  I95I3  this  annual  report  being 
the  first  one  prepared  by  me  since  taking  up  my  appointment  in 
the  Borough  of  Dorchester*  At  the  beginning  of  1951  the  Borough 
had  been  without  the  services  of  a permanent  sanitary  inspector 
for  several  months j but  by  the  end  of  the  year  in  addition  to 
appointing  its  permanent  sanitary  inspector  the  Councilj  for  the 
first  time  in  Its  existence 5 had  appointed  an  additional  sanitary 
inspector* 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
co-operation  received  throughout  the  year  from  the  other  officers 
of  the  Council,  and  of  the  support  given  me  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Health  Committee* 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector* 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  number  and  classification  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
by  the  sanitary  inspectors  arc  shoxm  in  the  following  table  g- 

INSPECTIONS  - 1951 

Inspection  of  dvrelling-houses  53 

Re-inspection  of  dwelling-houses ♦ 104 

Visits  re»  overcrowding  23 

Unclassified  79 

259. 

U nd  or  _the_ _F  oj)d  ,a^d_  P_r u g s A c t s g 

Inspection  and  visits  re»  unsound  food  73 

Inspection  of  ''food  premises"  81 

Visits  re.  notified  cases  of  food 

poisoning  6 

Visits  to  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  288 
Visits  to  dairies  (inc.  sampling)  26 

Unclassified  18 


ILndei^  the  £ublic  _HeaI.th  Acts  g 


Inspection  and/or  testing  of  sewers/ 

drains  (including  soil  pipes 
and  ventilating  pipes)  140 

Inspection  of  closets  and  cesspools  4 

Inspection  of  filthy  or  verminous  promises  22 
Inspection  of  public  conveniences.  8 

Inspection  for  detection  and  abatement  of 

statutory  nuisances.  129 

Visits  to  "dealers"  (S.86  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907).  12 

Inspection  and  sampling  of  water  supplies  6 
Enquiries  and  visits  ro=  infectious 

diseases.  52 

Inspection  of  tents,  vans  and.  sheds  l4 

Unclassified.  38 


Und.Qi!.  the  Factories  Actsg 


Inspection  of  factories. 
Unclassified 
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10 

2. 


12. 


9. 

231. 


Under  Rag  Flock  Acts; 

Under  the  Provention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act % 

Under  the  Shops  Act i 

Inspection  under  S«38j  Shops  Actj  1950.  2, 

Other  inspections.  4. 

IMei^Jbhe  Petroleum  Actss  63. 

Ki^ciyjA^AiG-QlIs...xi^iJls,.ilot__^  above  g 3 . 

Total;  lj500* 


\ 
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2 . CT1PLA.INTS^ 

Tho  nambor  and  classification  of  the  complaints  rcccivod  and 
dealt  with  by  tho  sanitary  inspectors  are  show,  in  the  following 
table  j - 


OTMAINTS^l^Jl, 

Disrerair  of  houses.  39« 

Overcrowding  or  other  inadequate  housing 

conditions.  15* 

Unsound  food  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 

in  food  premises.  5* 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains,  scx^;ors, 

closets,  cesspools,  etc*  24* 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises#  9* 

Keeping  of  animals  in  insanitary  conditions  6# 

Offensive  accumulations  or  deposits.  9* 

Other  public  health  nuisa.nccs»  11# 

Rats  and  mice#  3^# 

Unclassified# 

Total#  157. 
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3*  NOTICES, 

Details  of  the  notices  served  and  notices  complied  with  in 
1951  are  shoi/m  below  s- 


NOTICES 


Informal 

Notices  * 

Formal  Notices, 

Served* 

Complied 

with* 

Served,  Complied 
with. 

Under  (or  preliminary  to 
action  under)  Public 

Health  Acts, 

^^2. 

33. 

Under  (or  preliminary  to 
action  under)  Housing  Acts 

30* 

16. 

2. 

20, 

Under  (or  preliminary  to 
action  under)  other  ActSi, 

4, 

4* 

Totals « 

76* 

53. 

2* 

20, 

i+,  HOUSING, 

Daring  the  year  a total  of  76  houses  were  inspected  and. 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  ActSj  and 
repairs  were  carried  out  at  60  houses  to  comply  with  formal  or 
inf oimial  notices » 

One  house  was  closed  as  a result  of  an  undertaking  given  by 
the  owners  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  No  formal 
action  was  taken  under  Sections  11  or  25  (relating  to  individual 
unfit  houses  and  clearance  areas)  in  respect  of  other  properties, 
but  one  other  house  (on  which  a formal  notice  under  Section  9 of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936, was  outstanding)  was  voluntarily  closed  by 
its  o\mQr» 

A number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  are  known  to  exist. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 


TiiG  qaantitios  of  food  found  to  bo  unsound  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Department  for  disposal  aro  shown  in  the 
following  table  i - 


_SmmRY  .0F.  F.00J).j:0NDM^^^^  - 1951. 

C^anne d__or . _g.t he_r  jgre -packed  foods  s - 

1}750  lbs  meat  or  fish  (5l6  packs). 
l5  9^!-9  lbs  fruit  or  vegetables  (962  packs) 

323  lbs.  milk  (286  packs) 

955  lbs.  other  pre-packed  foods  (1,296  packs). 

Other  foods  s - 

76  lbs  meat,  bacon  and  meat  products. 

27^  lbs  fish. 

155  lbs.  fruit. 

3 lbs  confectionery. 

Total  weights  5i^^85  lbs. 

Imported  canned  hams  which  were  improperly  canned  or 
undercured  gave  considerable  trouble  to  food  inspectors  throughout 
the  country.  The  action  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  taking  up 
this  matter  vrith  the  exporting  countries  was  very  necessary,  and 
in  this  connection  the  Ministry's  attention  was  drawn  to  one 
particular  brand  of  ham  on  sale  in  this  district. 

Two  samples  of  canned  soups  were  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  because  of  a suspected  high  tin  content,  but  were 
reported  on  by  the  analyst  as  satisfactory. 


6 • MEAT  INSPE^TIPIL. 

Premises  in  the  Borough  are  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
as  a Government  Slaughterhouse,  the  meat  being  distributed  to  a 
population  of  approximately  100,000  in  the  following  districts 

Dorchester  Borough. 

Dorchester  Rural  District. 

Portland  Urban  District. 

Swanage  Urban  District. 

VJareham  Borough. 

Wareham  and  Pur beck  Rural  District. 
Weymouth  and  Molcombe  Regis  Borough. 
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Inspectors  from  thoso  districts,  with  the  exception  of 
Wareham  and  Parheck  Rural  District  where  another  Government 
Slaughterhouse  is  estahlishcd,  assisted  in  tho^^rork  of  moat 
inspection  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  ttmor  17th 
September*  From  this  date  the  meat  inspection  duties  wore 
undertaken  wholly  by  the  Dorchester  Borough  Council's  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

The  help  given  in  the  work  of  meat  inspection  by  the 
inspectors  of  the  other  districts  had  extended  over  a number  of 
years,  and  often  entailed  late  hours  and  Sunday  work.  Without 
this  help  the  task  of  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
undertake  moat  inspection  and  other  public  health  work  would 
have  been  a task  impossible  to  carry  out  efficiently. 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  inspected 
are  shown  in  the  following  table  ?- 


Cattle « 

Calves  * 

Sheen. 

Total. 

Inspected  by  Dorchester 
Borough  Inspectors 

. 2825 

2l9-'r 

3914 

160 

9053 

By  other  Inspectors. 

1482 

163 

1710 

33 

3388 

h307 

2317 

5624 

193 

12441 

The  method  of  meat  inspection  follows  closely  the  method 
set  out  in  Memorandum  62/Foods,  originally  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  1922  and  the  subject  of  suggested  amendments  by  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Meat  Inspection,  whose  report  was 
issued  early  in  the  year.  Where  it  is  thought  desirable  for  a 
laboratory  report,  specimens  arc  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory. 

The  tot8-l  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  amounted  to  approximately  b-3  tons,  of  which 
2h  tons  was  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  relates  to  the  carcases  inspected 
during  the  year  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspectors  s- 
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Carcases  inspected  and^c^nd g moA « 


Ca_tt_lc  C ows » Calves « Shco^ 
Oj^luding  aM 

cows . ^SniJJSji, 


Number  Inspected  1901. 

924. 

215'u 

3914. 

160. 

All  diseases  excont  T.B 

1 a 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned. 

3. 

7. 

9. 

11. 

9. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

660* 

531. 

31. 

3 56. 

47. 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

3^1-. 9. 

58.2 

1.9 

9.4 

35.0. 

■TubciLculp.sjLs__orilj^g_ 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

2. 

13. 

7. 

- 

2. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

191. 

249. 

6 

- 

11. 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

10.2. 

zs.k 

0.6 

8.1 

20 


The  necessity  for  an  improved,  standard  of  hygiene  and  for 
better  inspection  facil-ities  vras  discussed  with  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  agreements  reached  on  certain  points*  It  was  hoped 
that  these  improvements  would  be  in  hand  early  in  1952,  and 
when  completedj  in  addition  to  improving  the  hygienic  standard 
of  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  inspection  facilities j they  would 
also  enable  the  daily  kill  to  be  increased* 

Discussions  also  took  place  with  the  Ministry  of  Food 
regarding  the  long  hours  over  which  meat  inspection  duties  were 
necessary.  In  the  ’’heavy”  period,  i.o*  August  to  December, 
evening  work  was  necessary  regularly  on  four  evenings  a week  and 
throughout  the  year  slaughtering  (and  consequently  moat 
inspection  also;  took  place  on  19  Sundays#  This  matter 
remainds  under  review. 


In  all  cases  vjhero  congenital  tuberculosis  of  calves  is 
diagnosed  particulars  of  the  calf  are  forv/arded  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
who  notifies  me  later  of  the  results  of  his  investigations  on  the 
farm  from  which  the  infected  calf  originated.  7 cases  of 
congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were  notified  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  in  this  important  aspect  of  disease 
prevention. 

28  localised  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  found  by 
routine  examination  during  the  year,  no  generalised  cases  being 
found* 

In  connection  with  experiments  which  wore  carried  out  by 
the  Pest  Infestation  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  it  was  agreed  to  fon-iard  to  the  laboratory 
specimens  from  any  flj^'-blown  carcases.  In  the  period  from  July 
to  October  only  two  carcases  vrore  found  to  be  fly-blown.  That 
more  cases  of  fly-blown  carcases  wore  not  found  is  larogly  due  to 
the  regular  use  of  5 per  cent  D.D.T.  powder  on  the  manure  in  the 
dung-pit. 


7*  CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 


The  byelaws  made  by  the  Council  under  Section  15  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  have  boon  in  force  in  the  Borough  since 
2Vth  July,  1950*  Copies  of  the  Byelo.ws  wore  distributed  to  all 

food  traders,  and  early  in  the  year  meetings  with  the  traders  were 
held*  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  traders  showed 
considerable  interest.  At  these  meetings,  after  a preliminary 
talk  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
explain  to  the  traders  their  responsibilities  under  the  byelaws 
and  to  give  them  an  outline  of  the  standards  expected  in  food 
premises*  The  standards  decided  upon  were  not  suggested  before 
considerable  thought  had  been  given  to  the  problem.  A great  help 
towards  the  success  of  the  meetings  was  made  by  the  Central  Office 
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of  Information  Film  Unitj  and  tho  disbanding  of  this  Unit  under 
the  recent  Government  economies  is  a matter  for  regret  by  many 
public  health  officers* 

Only  five  complaints  regarding  food  premises  or  unsound 
food  were  received  during  the  year* 


8*  ICEniQRMM* 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  ice-cream  in  accordance  uith  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Actj  I9385  is  38*  With  few  exceptions  the  ice-cream 
is  received  prepacked  and  sold  in  the  same  state,  and  generally 
speaking  little  trouble  is  encountered  in  the  control  of  such 
premises#  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  on  throe  premises.  Nine 
samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  examination  and  all  were 
placed  in  Provisional  Grade  one. 


9 • PRES^g^BD,  FQOpS^. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
preserved  foods  (sausages  and  other  meat  products)  in  accordance 
with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  8. 


10*  HILK  AND  DAIRIES^ 

There  are  six  distributors  selling  milk  within  the  Borough, 
two  of  them  from  promises  in  other  districts.  The  whole  of  the 
milk  sold  by  those  latter  two  firms  and  by  one  irlth  promises  in 
the  Borough  is  subjected  to  heat  treatment  under  licences  to 
pasteurise  issued  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Of  milk  sold  by 
the  other  three  distributors  almost  all  is  obtained  from  farms 
with  licensed  attested  or  tuberculin  tested  herds. 

Following  representations  regarding  unsatisfactory 
conditions  at  the  premises  of  one  of  the  distributors,  alterations 
and  improvements  were  put  in  ha.nd,  the  first  section  of  which 
was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twelve  milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  wore 
reported  upon  as  satisfactory.  None  of  the  washed  bottles  sub- 
mitted for  examination  was  found  to  contain  coliform  organisms, 
but  a number  gave  high  bacterial  counts  and  advice  was  given  to 
secure  an  improvement  in  bottle  washing  methods. 
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11, 


WATER  SUPPLIES, 


The  Council's  Vlaterworks,  which  arc  under  the  control  of 
the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  supply  the  whole  of 
the  district#  Samples  arc  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer  from 
the  rising  main  and  from  a distribution  point  oach  week  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination#  Reports  of  these 
samples  are  received  in  the  Public  Health  Department,  o.nd  it  is 
therefore  only  necessary  for  the  department  to  take  occasional 
samples  from  distribution  points#  Six  of  these  samples  wore  taken 
during  the  year  and„  these,  together  with  those  taken  by  the  Water 
Engineer,  wore  all  reported  upon  as  satisfactory# 


12#  FACTORIES, 

The  register  of  factories  contains  entries  in  respect  of 
82  factories  with  mechanical  pov/er  and  35  factories  without 
mechanical  power#  Ten  of  the  factories  were  visited  during  the 
year  and  improved  conditions  secured  at  two  of  them# 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  in  the  district  and  the 
typo  of  work  undertaken  by  them  is  shown  below  5 - 

0IJTW0RKE,RS 

Making  of  wearing  apparel  37 

Making  of  nets,  other  than  wire  nets  3 

Total  5^^ 


13  . RODBIIT . C_0MTR0L , 

An  important  change  was  made  in  the  administration  of  the 
Council's  rodent  control  service  during  the  year#  Previously 
occupiers  of  premises  were  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice,  the  Council  undertaking  the  work 
on  the  occupiers'  behalf  on  payment  to  the  Council  of  the  cost 
involved#  During  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  approved  revised  arrangements  for  rodent  control# 

The  Council  now  undortelces  the  destruction  of  rats  0.nd  mice  free 
of  charge  except  in  the  case  of  business  promises.  The  Council 
vrill  recover  from  the  Ministry  one-half  of  the  not  loss  sustained 
in  providing  the  services. 


Premises  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  call 
upon  a part-time  operator  to  carry  out  the  treatment#  This 
operator  attended  a Ministry  training  course  during  the  year# 

The  table  set  out  below  shows  the  number  of  inspections 
made  and  troatmonts  carried  out  during  the  year  s- 
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MDmT_C.O|^ITR_QL 

(■ 

s 

Type 

of  Property. 

Local  j 

Authority 
(ex. houses ) . 

Dwelling “ 
houses . 

Agricul“ 

tural. 

All  other 
(incl. 
business 
and  indus 
trial) . 

TOTAI' 

Total  number  of 

21. 

2973. 

3. 

4^6  • 

3453. 

properties  • 

Number  of 

properties 

inspected. 

4. 

209. 

18. 

231. 

Number  of 
properties  found 
to  be  infested 
with  rats . 

1, 

49. 

6 . 

56  0 

Number  of 
properties  found 
to  be  infested 
with  mice. 

2. 

6 , 

3. 

11  0 

Number  of 
infested 

properties  treated 
by  local  authority 

3. 

48. 

7. 

58  0 

In  addition}  troatment  of  severs  was  resumed  for  the  first 
time  since  February,  1948 • This  interval  of  time  is  reflected 
in  the  results  obtained,  which  are  set  out  below.  It  is 
proposed  to  continue  the  treatment  of  sewers  at  regular  intervals. 

MDMT  .,C  ONTROL . SBl^RS,.. 


(a)  Number  of  knoim  manholes.  238. 

(b)  Test  baiting  s 

Number  of  manholes  test-baited  33# 

Number  of  manholes  found  to  bo  infested.  17# 

(c)  Maintenance  treatment  i 

Number  of  manholes  pre-baitod  60. 

Number  of  manholes  found  to  be  infested 

and  poison  baited.  54. 
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CAMPING  CONTR_OL. 

During  the  year  five  licences  issued  under  Section  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 « were  in  operation  authorising  the 
use  of  six  caravans#  No  licences  authorising  the  use  of  land 
as  a camping  site  were  issued# 

The  Health  Committee  considered  establishing  a camping  site 
to  be  controlled  by  the  Council#  A number  of  sites  were 
inspected  and  an  outline  scheme  for  one  site  prepared#  This 
scheme  would  have  provided  for  a maximum  of  thirty-six  caravans# 
After  discussions  at  a number  of  meetings  the  Council  finally 
rejected  the  scheme# 


1^*  INFBCTIQUS  DIS.EASES. 


In  an  investigation  of  intestinal  infect- 
ions Moore’s  .wabs  were  inserted  in  the  sewers  at  various  points# 
The  number  of  swabs  examined.,  in  1951  was  ^2,  of  which  5 gave 
positive  results# 

VJhere  in  the  interests  of  public  health  it  is  considered 
that  disinfection  of  premises  or  articles  is  desirable  this  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council  without  charge.  In  other  instances 
accounts  are  rendered  to  the  person  requesting  the  worlc# 
Arrangements  are  in  operation  for  steam  disinfection  where 
necessary  to  be  carried  out  at  the  We3miouth  Isolation  Hospital, 

During  '1951  eight  premises  vrere  disinfected# 


16  • IEMN£US^JREMJES^_ 

Where  premises  or  articles  arc  found  to  be  verminous  the 
Council  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation  in 
cases  where  the  owner  or  occupier  will  meet  the  cost#  Nino 
promises  were  disinfested  in  195l» 


17 • MGl  FLOCK  AND_.QTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACjT^195l# 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  1st  Novomberj  1951 • Its 
purpose  was  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling  materials  in 
upholstered  articlos  and  other  articles  which  are  stuffed  or 
lined#  The  Act  provided  for  promises  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  rag  flock  or  the  storage  of  rag  flock  to  be  licensed  by  the 
local  authority,  and  for  premises  on  which  upholstery  etc.  is 
carried  out  to  bo  registered  by  the  local  authority.  Standards 
of  cleanliness  for  the  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies  have 
been  prescribed  in  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Regulations j 195l« 
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No  premises  within  the  Borough  are  used  for  the  manufacture 
or  storage  of  rag  flockj  but  is  was  found  that  on  five  premises 
upholstery  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  was  carried  out,  and 
these  premises  were  registered  by  the  Council# 


18*  SHOPS  ACT,.  I,9_i0_.# 

The  number  of  shops  on  the  Council's  register  is  205# 

No  contraventions  of  the  closing  hours  or  of  the  restriction  on 
Sunday  trading  vrore  observed  during  the  year.  No  certificates 
of  exemption  under  Section  38  of  the  Act  are  in  force# 


19*  SMU0,HTER.  OF  ANIMALS  AC,T^.  1933  * 

During  the  year  one  new  licence  was  issued  to  slaughter 
or  stun  animals 5 two  licences  were  renewed  and  a total  of 
thirteen  licenceswere  in  force  at  the  end  of  the,  year* 


20.  SMOIiB  ABATEMENT . 

During  the  year  complaints  wero  received  regarding  three 
chimneys  which  wero  alleged  to  be  emitting  smoke  in  such 
quantity  as  to  be  a nuisance#  In  each  case  the  matter  was 
discussed  with  the  persons  responsible,  but  observations  of  the 
chimneys  did  not  provide  sufficient  evidence  for  statutory  action# 
The  Council  has  not  made  byclaws  under  Section  10k  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  regulating  tho  emission  of  smoke. 


21.  D^LE^  I_N . .OLD,  ijETALS,. 

Following  representations  from  the  police  the  register  of 
dealers  in  old  metal  kept  under  Section  8o  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act  190?  was  revised#  There  are  six  dealers 
registered. 


22 . PETROLBUM  . (REGUM I QlO_ACJ!S^ J^2 8 AND. JL 936#. 

During  tho  year  licences  wero  issued  to  store  petroleum 
spirit  at  fifty  premises,  three  of  the  licences  being  in  respect 
of  new  installations# 
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